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A
Adorno, Theodor, 1
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 

The, 7
advertising, 59
Afghanistan, 5
Ahn (daughter),
Aibo (Sony), B139
Akunin, Boris,
algorithm, 5
Allman Brothers Band, 32

aluminum siding, 45
ambience, 1–229 passim
Ambient Devices, 45
ambulance, 83
Andersen, Hans Christian, 2
anecdotes, 14
Angie, 9
answering machine, 23
Appalachia, see also arteriosclero-

sis, 15
Appalachian Plateau, unglaciated, 8
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Aquavit (restaurant), 9
Army Corps of Engineers, 14
ASLSP (Cage), 30
Athens High School, 49
Athens Lake Motel, 52
Athens Messenger, 73
Athens, Ohio, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, 73

B
backboard (Sears Roebuck), 46
Badiou, Alain, on poetry, 78
Baker, John Calhoun,
barometric pressure, 24
beguilement (food), 59
Bernard, Daniel, as quoted in 

Traub, 13
bicycles, see also Eddy Merckx
bird bath (ceramic), 15
Blimpie (restaurant), 9
blog, 33
blurb, 66
bok choy Cadillac, 13
Bordeaux (bottle), 12
Brautigan, Richard (Trout Fishing in 

America), 1–223 passim
Breton, André, 8
briansbelly.com, 58
bromide, 25
Brown Café, 156
Buckeye Mart, 201
Bull Frog Motorcycle Cocoon, 29
Bush, George, 23

C
Cadillac, 11
camping out (backyard), 89
Central Park, 41
Chicago (music group), 92
Chinese cooking in Ohio, 47

Chkhartishvili, Grigory, 117
chow (dogs), 201
cigarette, 53
clay,
Clinton, William Jefferson, 23
co-eds, 15
collecting, 38
Columbia Record Club (Hamilton, 

Joe Frank & Reynolds), 49
Conde Nast Traveller, 24
copperhead, 32
corduroy, 39
crayfish, 15
crime novel, 13
crying (mother), 23; Mary Ellen, 25; 

me (not), 45
Cultural Revolution, 62

D
D&G (Deleuze and Guattari), 47; 

(Dolce & Gabbana), 145
diverticulitis, 25
dollhouse, 23–24
dorm rooms, 15
Douglas, Ann,
Ducasse, Alain, 70
Duchamp, Marcel, 10
dying, difficulty of, 38, 39; inaccu-

racy of, 89; repetitiveness of, 
B123

E
effectiveness, 45
Elf, 22
equations, for novel, 8, 18; for 

videotape loops, 9
Essex House, The, 110
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F
Facial Recognition Capacity (FCR), 

35
fairy tale, 12
family, 14, see also happiness, 

unhappiness
father, unhappiness of, 1–44; obitu-

ary of, 217; death certificate 
of (photo), 219; pots made by 
(photo), 222

feed farming, 69
feelings, 37
Ferlinghetti, Lawrence, 8
flea market, 69
“Flora Gill Jacobs, 87; Dies, 104; 

Opened Dollhouse Museum,”  
23

fluorescent, 49
Fly Fisherman, 13
Formica, 35
fortune (cookie), 62
Fox, Margalit, “Flora Gill Jacobs,” 

23
Frango Mints,
Fuzhou (China), 20

G
geography (idyllic) and (forgotten), 

12; generic, 32–33
Gilligan’s Island, 21
glaciers (mini), 70
golf, 7–8
gout, 15
graffiti, 5, 26
gravel (limestone) (driveway), 65; 

see map, 89
Greek Corner, B29
grocery lists, 54

H
Hal, the Coyote, 41
handicapping system, 53
Hansel & Gretel, 135
happiness, paradox of, 12; inter-

changeability with unhappiness, 
22–25

heart attack, 55, 98–145 passim
HGTV, 87
historical fiction, 13
Hocking River, 162
Hopper, Dennis, 58

I
ice cap, 41
idyll, 13
Iraq, 5

J
Jacobs, Flora Gill, 23–24
Japanese carp,
Japanese roses, 139
Jimi Hendrix, 32

K
Kennedy, J. F., 180
Kentucky, 10
kiln, 73
kindergarten, 58
K-Mart, 152
Koolhaas, 139–40
Kyoto Protocol, 13

L
“La Femme: Could a 52 Year-Old 

Mother of Four be the Next 
President of France” (Traub), 13

Langhorne Slim, 10
lawnmower, 7
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Lee, Bruce, 42
Leno, Jay, 96
Liang Sicheng, 101
lies, 112–13
“Life and Death of Richard Brauti-

gan, The” (L. Wright), 23
Lin Huyin (aunt), 93
lipstick, B16
longitude, B109
lottery, 62
love (too little), 13, 14; (too much), 

50
Lucky (magazine), 78

M
Madison, WI, 11
marble, 10
Marshall Fields,
Mary Tyler Moore, 152
mathematically (speaking), 54
maya (illusion), 31
Maya (sister), 21
McLuhan, Marshall, 59
memories (intertia), 70
Mercedes Benz 280SE (1978),  

203
milk-carton bird feeders, 47
mini-deck (white), 15
“Misses and Hits” (Rob Walker),  

58
M.I.T., 23
Mitchell, Dan (“My Space No 

Longer Their Space?”), 9
mother, aversion towards nature, 

42; love of, 1–34; cruelty 
towards, 17; at time of father’s 
death, 100; periods of crying, 
7, 15, 36; sub-par cooking and 
camping, 44–48

motion events, 5
Murphy’s Mart, 44

N
Nadja, 8
National Park Relatives, 112
nature (mother’s version), 61; 

(father’s version), 62
Nelsonville Bank, 21
New York Times, The, 54
New Yorker, The, 220
Nike, 15
Nolan, Tom, 70
Noodles Romanov, 59
nostalgia, 41
novel, poverty of, 7; ambient vs. 

serial, 7, 11, 24; poetry and the 
new novel, 4, 23; photography 
and, 3; resemblance to ferns, 
B97

O
obituary writing (and anticipation), 

83; and the novel, 1–222 passim
O’Brien, Conan, 61
Ohio University, 10
Ohmann, Richard (“practices of 

objectivity”), 99
Oldsmobile Toronado, 90
173 Delancey Street, 10
opossum, 32
Oprah, B7
Orton, Beth, 1

P
Pabst Blue Ribbon Beer, 53
parakeet (Ling-ling),
parking tickets, 37
patio, 29–26, 30–31
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PDF, 35
persistence, 54
photography, poverty of, 7, 37
picnic table, 15
pileated woodpecker, imagined 

rarity of, see chart, 16
pizza, 12
P.J. (Paul Fraker), 17
POD (print on demand), 134
politeness, 19
polyester, 49
Pontiac Firebird (convertible), 47
Port Authority (Marin County), 5
Post, The (Ohio U), 12
potting shed, 21
predictability (and pleasure), 50
putting green, 61

Q
Quonset Hut, 23

R
raccoons, see also crayfish, 15
redwood bird feeder, 15
repetition (non-literary), 70; and 

remembering, B91
Rheingold (beer), 131
Rice-A-Roni (recipe, Chinese ver-

sion), 22, 59
R.I.P. (album), 217–18
Rose, David, 25
Rothko (club), 10
“Russian Master of the Whodunnit, 

A” (Nolan), 9

S
San Mateo, 10
Schaefer (beer), 58
Seattle, Washington, 11

self-interviews with author, 4–9, 
B112–19

seriality (serial novel), as opposed 
to ambient novel, 57

Shanghai,
Sino-Japanese War (1937–1945), 79
slowness, 77
Smith College, 171
SMS, 108
Spahr, Juliana (This Connection of 

Everyone with Lungs), 9
Spot (Dalmatian), 101
Star Trek, 21
Staubach, Roger (and father’s 

fondness for), 89
Steppenwolf, 45
Stiles, Julia, B101
stock market, 23
superficial (and decorative), 33
swim trunks, 66
Swiss Fairy Tale Association, 19
SX-70, 11

T
Taipei National Museum, 27
Tay, Steven (M.D.), 22
tennis balls, 54
text message, 10, 13,
3147 Broadway #17 (3 BR where I 

lived), 41–42
Tian An Men (Tiananmen) Square, 

90
Times Literary Supplement, 13
title, 107
TNT, 21
Town and Country,
tractor, 45
traffic reports, 24
train schedules, 37
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Traub, James (“La Femme”), 13
trombone (lessons), 63; abandon-

ment of, 65
Trout Fishing in America, 4
TV (watching), 4; Darwin and, B97; 

geography and, 29; irrelevance 
of, B27; passivity of, B49; relax-
ing and circular nature of, 20; 
and motels, B56

12 oz., 51
2x4, 61

U
ugliness, 45
unhappiness, 45
U.S. Corps of Army Engineers, 19
U.S. Navy, 93

V
Vance-Leach, 17
varicose veins, 15
Vietnam (television), 91
Volk, Sussman (inventor), B31

W
Walker, Rob (Misses and Hits), 58
Wal-Mart,

Warhol, Andy, and Bergdorf Good-
man, B33

weather, 23
“What Will Happen to Books?” 

(Kevin Kelly), 55
Wikipedia, 32
Wild, Wild West, The, 21
Wilkinson lopping shears, 86
Wisconsin, Madison, 2
witch ditch, 11
Wolf, India Lin (niece), 55
World Happiness Databank, 22
Wright, Lawrence (Life and Death), 

23
www.YoungLivesUK.com, 22

X
xerox, 117

Y

Z
Žižek, Slavoj,


